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Mr. William Casey ' . B s
Director _ . Eli
‘Central Intelligence Agency

Headquarters

McLean, Virginia 20505

Dear Mr, Casey:

The Executive Committee and the membership of the Association of
Comparative Economic Studies have asked me to express to you our great
concern about your apparent decision to suspend substantially publication
of analyses for use outside the intelligence community in.unclassified form..
The reported reasons for suspension of publication do not seem persuasive.

The lack of reaction from users of these reports may be largely due to lack
of knowledge of your new policy.

We recommend that you resume release of these unclassified papers
through the Library of Congress at an early date for the following reasons:

1. An informed public, especially the professional community

of academicians, businessmen, bankers, and reporters is critical

to effective policy making. With the limited access to reliable
information and analysis on areas such as China, the Soviet

Union, and East Europe, the unclassified analyses and information
of the Central Intelligence Agency have been invaluable. The argu-
ment that these reports divert effort away from your primary mission
are difficult to understand. We are told that you will continue to
meet requests of the Congress. These congressional submissions,

while very welcome, surely could be the basis of resumed unclassified
releases. '

2. The guality of your product may.:very well .decrease if your new
policy is followed. Independent evaluation of CIA research by fellow
scholars would be thwarted. Such evaluations and resulting pro-
fessional interaction have undoubtedly contributed greatly to the
maintainance of high standards of research on the part of the CIA.

3. The ability of the overt research departments of your agency

to recruit the best young professional talent may suffer from your
new restrictive policy. Many wrongly assumed in the past that CIA
was primarily or exclusively a covert spy agency that had limited .
appeal to professional analysts or graduates of our institutions of’
higher learning. Publication and other professional involvement of
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CIA analysts through your unclassified series has helped reverse

this view. Many of your excellent analysts have become profession-
ally well known and respected. Many of our better graduate students
have been attracted to employment at CIA by the image conveyed by
these unclassified publications and the opportunities they have
provided for your analysts. Drawing the curtain on your analytical
effort and denying your analysts access to the professional community
can be very harmful to your future ability to recruit quallfled
personnel.,

4. 'All professional economists analyzing Communist societies stand

to benefit immeasurably from access to your unclassified publications;
Some of us have received them free of charge from CIA mailings. We
would certainly be willing to buy them from the Document and Gift
Division of the Library of Congress, if cost saving is your primary
purpose. We feel you benefit from our research including the use

we make of your analyses. To be sure, prov1d1ng research for us is

not your major task. But when you can enrich your own effort, serve
the public's need to know, and improve your staff quality we feel there
is reciprocal benefit. The effort of re-phrasing your research already
completed for public release seems to involve a small cost indeed, more
than balanced by benefits.

While we represent a modest part of a much larger professional community
using your analyses we feel our views are representative of the views of this
larger group on the need for professional access to your analyses and information
prepared at public expense. ' :

truly yours,

sustav F: Papanek

resident

ssociation for Comparative
Economic Studies

GFP/j

cc Henry S. Reuss Chairman
Joint Economic Committee

Barry M. Goldwater, Chairman
Select Committee on Intelligence

Edward P. Boland, Chairman
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence

Prof. A. Bergson, Past President, ACES
Director, Russian Research Center
Harvard University -
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